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C a b l e R e l e a s e  

Toowoomba Photographic Society   April 2019 

The Toowoomba Photographic Society meets 

on the second Tuesday of the month at  

De Molay House, 90 Margaret Street, 

Toowoomba (Opposite Queens Park, next to 

Park House Cafe.) 

 

Correspondence: 
PO Box 339 

Toowoomba QLD 4350 
 

President: Tryg Helander  

Ph 0411 259 980 

tpspresident@hotmail.com.au 
 

Secretary: Jenny Graff 

tpssec@hotmail.com.au 
 

Newsletter Ed  
Allan Rosser 

psallanb@gmail.com  

Mattea Taylor 

tpsnewsletter@hotmail.com.au 

matteataylor@live.com.au  
 

Member Representatives 

Sandra Adsett 

Allan Rosser 

Edwin Mangabat 

 
Skills Night: This group will be held on 

the fourth Tuesday of the month.  

Contact: Committee members  

 

 

Calendar 
 

April 2019 – Expressions 

Club Night 9 April 

7pm – 9.30pm 

May entries due by 

midnight 9 April 

Field Day ANZAC Day 

Fundraising 

event 

6 April – Bunnings Sausage 

Sizzle. 

Other events Coffee Catch-up at Jilly’s 

Cafe, Margaret Street 

2 April – Panning 

16 April – Night Sky/Astro 

Photography 

30 April – Action Sports 

Photography 

Skills Night 23 April 

7pm – 9pm 

Image 

Challenge 

Birds 

 
 

 

 
 

May 2019 – Bokeh 

Club Night 14 May 

7pm – 9.30pm 

June entries due by 

midnight 14 May 

Field Day Outdoor portraiture with 

available light – details TBA 

Other 

events 

Coffee Catch-up at Jilly’s 

Cafe, Margaret Street 

7 May – Model Posing 

21 May – Abstract 

Photography 

Skills Night 28 May 

7pm – 9pm 

Image 

Challenge 

Imagination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alice Black Award  

for March 2019 

“Pointing heavenward”  

by Peter Matthews 
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President’s Light Reading Column April 2019 
We have all been working hard this year to make the TPS a local centrepiece of photography excellence, 

and it is showing. This has been achieved by sales of our images to local businesses, our local judges’ 

involvement with photography judging at ag shows, other clubs & societies, and also teaching endeavours 

within the community.  

Also, our members have been out doing what we do best, creating amazing imagery that is supporting our 

council’s sister city projects. The TPS has been approached by council to ask if we can maintain this level 

of effort and assist in even more exciting projects. As your spokesperson, I believe we have the; skill, drive 

and determination to achieve these requests. 

But I strongly suggest, as a group, we are not individually helping enough to keep these projects and 

fundraising going. We have a strong core group of volunteers, but we need many more volunteers to come 

together; many hands make light work. 

Last week, our members raised a little over $1100 for the society, at Bunnings. Disappointingly this effort 

was achieved with the assistance of only eight people. These eight members had to work harder and longer, 

because we couldn’t fill the twelve spots I had hoped to fill, on the roster. To those eight members who 

gave up their time thank you very much.  

As we raise more funds, through fundraisers like the BBQs and our upcoming Theatre Night, the 

committee will try to reduce our yearly fees; this is a priority. We need to come together more to make this 

a reality.  

I ask you to all try to come to the theatre night. I realise a lot of you already come to many of our nights 

and asking you to pay again, to come to the Repertory Theatre, is a big ask. But, this is our major 

fundraiser for 2019. Supper will be provided, and we aim to make this night less about our photography, 

and just about enjoying a night with friends.  

Assisting on the club nights, to both set up and pack up, is also appreciated. The bulk of the work is also 

left to the same few individuals, which is not fair. Please chip in and lend a hand.  

With all that said, please keep your best images aside as we start to look for our TPS entry to this year’s 

Australian Cup 2019. We will be calling for these images soon, so if you would like to be considered as 

one of the twenty images being sent to represent TPS, please respond to the emails and requests on social 

media, soon.  

Thank you,  

Tryg 

The Prez  

 

 

 

Report on Toowoomba Show photo competition exhibit 

“Thanks to all who helped in different ways to make this year's Show photography an outstanding event. 

The Club is benefitting from it in different ways, and we already have one new member as a result. A 

highlight was the Governor General coming to see the Grand Champion, which just happened to be a 

Lighthorseman.”   – Allan Rosser   

“Lead me to Lunch” 

by Tryg Helander 
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From left: Natural light from nearby window, light painting 

with a flashlight, and lighting from a single soft box. 

June 2019 competition: Still Life (Due 14 May) 

TPS website guidelines: A still life is a work of art depicting mostly inanimate subject matter, typically 

commonplace objects which are either natural (food, flowers, dead animals, plants, rocks, shells, etc.) 

or man-made (drinking glasses, books, vases, jewellery, coins, pipes, etc.). 

Lea Hawkins writes, “You are creating an image rather than 

capturing a moment. You are constructing your photograph; 

from background, to subject, to lighting. With the subject 

matter being inanimate objects, their tendency to stay very 

still allows you to take time to refine your lighting, and 

experiment with your composition.”  Lea’s tips are below: 

1 Subject matter 

You could group items together simply because you like them, or they look pleasing, or you can gather 

related items to tell a story. Or you can find still life arrangements that already exist.  

1 Backgrounds 

Good backdrops include fabric (be sure to iron it), cardboard, paper or a wall. Make sure whatever you use 

doesn’t distract or detract. A bright or busy backdrop can pull too much attention away from your subject 

matter. Plain, neutral-toned, backdrops are a good place to start and then experiment from there.  

1 Lighting 

Use natural light from a window, use a lamp or 

makeshift soft box, or light paint with a torch. 

Longer exposures allow you to use a subtle light 

source, e.g. a single candle, using a tripod or 

something solid to steady your camera on. Try 

different light intensities (e.g. filtering with a 

curtain or changing the distance between the light 

source and subject) or combine light sources but 

be aware of the different colours each light may produce. Experiment with different lighting angles. Pay 

attention to where shadows fall, as well as any reflective surfaces. Christina Dickson says side light is most 

effective as it brings out texture, creates dimension and depth and emphasises shape in still life. 

1 Composition 

Don’t just settle on the first one you set up – keep moving your arrangement around. Keep your eye out for 

overly empty gaps or too much going on. Consider the angle of your subject’s placement. Placing an item 

on an angle will lead the eye in that direction – does the item lead the eye nowhere, out of the frame, or 

subtly towards another part of the arrangement? Try also photographing from different angles. 

1 Editing 

HDR is a popular process for still life photography, and can be very effective. Or you could play with layer 

masks with a couple of different exposures, and paint in and out certain areas of your image.  

Adapted from https://digital-photography-school.com/tips-for-getting-started-with-still-life-photography/ .  

For further exploration of still life photography, see https://digital-photography-school.com/5-still-life-lighting-tips-for-

beginners/ , https://digital-photography-school.com/5-lessons-learned-doing-still-life-photography/ , 

https://expertphotography.com/complete-guide-still-life-table-top-photography/ , https://digital-photography-school.com/my-

still-life-photography-adventure/ .   

https://digital-photography-school.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-buying-a-tripod/
https://digital-photography-school.com/tips-for-getting-started-with-still-life-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/5-still-life-lighting-tips-for-beginners/
https://digital-photography-school.com/5-still-life-lighting-tips-for-beginners/
https://digital-photography-school.com/5-lessons-learned-doing-still-life-photography/
https://expertphotography.com/complete-guide-still-life-table-top-photography/
https://digital-photography-school.com/my-still-life-photography-adventure/
https://digital-photography-school.com/my-still-life-photography-adventure/
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Items from March TPS Committee meeting: 

D Some people who have been in A Grade less than one year did not like the thought that they may have 

to go up to Salon Grade. The Committee discussed this and decided that from now on, “Progression to 

Salon from A grade after meeting the minimum requirements is voluntary. If the member concerned 

does not wish to proceed it is to be discussed with the executive before a decision is made.” 

D Proposed Field Days 

April Anzac Day 

May Outdoor portraiture with available light 

June Glengallan Homestead. This will be on a Saturday and other clubs will be invited.  Greg Ivanov 

will liaise with Geoff Adams to get a price and check availability – we will request two hours of 

exclusive use towards sunset. 

July Mt Cootha /Toowong Cemetery /Japanese Garden /Botanical Garden are all in the same location. 

D Proposed Skills Night topics 

April Light Painting 

May How to use a speedlight 

June How to work with models 

July to be decided 

August Astrophotography at Ravensbourne – moon is right for this 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*IMPORTANT* May entries due by midnight TONIGHT (9 April). 

Submit at https://toowoomba.myphotoclub.com.au 

An explanation of May’s set subject is in March’s Cable Release. 

“Red-Sky-at-Night” 

by Roberta Edwards 

“Lamington National 

Park Falls” 

by David Frazer “Guiding Light” 

by Jan Collings 

“Bungle Bungles” 

by Val Shield 

https://toowoomba.myphotoclub.com.au/

