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C a b l e R e l e a s e  

Toowoomba Photographic Society   August 2018 

The Toowoomba Photographic Society meets 

on the second Tuesday of the month at  

De Molay House, 90 Margaret Street, 

Toowoomba (Opposite Queens Park, next to 

Park House Cafe.) 

 

Correspondence: 
PO Box 339 

Toowoomba QLD 4350 
 

President: Margaret Kebble  

Ph 4614 0866 

tpspresident@hotmail.com.au 
 

Secretary: Tryg Helander 

Ph 0411 259 980 

tpssec@hotmail.com.au 
 

Newsletter Ed  
Mattea Taylor 

tpsnewsletter@hotmail.com.au 
 

Skills Night: This group will be held on 

the fourth Tuesday of the month.  

Contact: Graham Harris 

graham_harris@westnet.com.au 

Ph 0427 929 103 

 

Calendar 
 

August 2018 – Old and New 

AGM on Club Night – 6.30pm 

Club Night 14 August 

6.30pm – 9.30pm 

September entries due by 

midnight 14 August 

Field Day  

Other 

events 

24 August 

6.15pm start 

TPS Annual Dinner & 

Presentation Night 

DeMolay House 

Book & pay before 20 

August (earlier if possible) 

Skills Night 28 August 

Image 

Challenge 

Off the Ground 

 
 

 

 
 

September 2018 – Shadow 

Club Night 11 September 

7pm – 9.30pm 

October entries due by 

midnight 11 September 

Field Day 1-2 September (all day) 

Joint Field Day with the 

Stanthorpe Club in the 

Stanthorpe/Tenterfield area 

Other 

events 

 

Skills Night 25 September 

Image 

Challenge 

Space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2017-18 Alice Black Trophy Winner 

“Erny” 

by Mick Jones 

mailto:tpspresident@hotmail.com.au
mailto:tpssec@hotmail.com.au
mailto:tpsnewsletter@hotmail.com.au
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“Waiting for dawn at Sandy Bay” by Geoff Adams 

President’s Light Reading Column August 2018 

Two years ago, I accepted nomination for the President’s position of Toowoomba Photographic Society. 

Time has passed quickly and I feel it is now time to hand over the reins to another member. It has been a 

delight and a privilege to act for you all during this time and I am grateful to the members of the Committee 

for their support, especially our Secretary Tryg and Treasurer Val. They carry a lot of the workload. I would 

like to thank each Committee Member – Graham Harris, Graham Burstow, Allan Rosser, Greg Ivanov, 

Jenny Graff and Mattea Taylor, for their contributions to the running of TPS. 

At the AGM, the Committee will be elected for the coming year. Each member of the current TPS 

Committee steps down but is eligible for nomination and election. Thanks to those folk who have accepted 

nomination. I would ask all our members to get behind the Committee and support them. Each person is 

working for the good of TPS and is giving of their time and skills. Let’s make their task easier by being 

encouraging and assisting them. Remember that these are the folk willing to commit to being on the 

Committee for the 2018-2019 year. Think about being willing to assist and commit after their term is 

finished. There is no age barrier. 

There are many members who have taken on various tasks to help set up the venue for meetings, assisting 

with supper, being on the door, setting up and running the slide shows, coordinating the prints and getting 

them to the judges, running training programmes, field days and assisting members. I want to thank each of 

you. 

With a special birthday on the immediate horizon, Robin and I are off to Scotland, England and Wales for 

several weeks. I plan to have field days with my camera and am thinking about what lenses and equipment 

to take. I am also reflecting on what kind of images do I want to achieve. One of my main interests is 

landscape photography and I am keen on the rugged sort of scenery, those rocky outcrops and mountains. 

Pouring over guide books, the internet and maps, I see many places I would like to see and I guess we will 

have to prioritise in the light of time constraints. I would also like the blue hour, sunsets and sunrises for 

every place but that is obviously a pipe dream. The comments of judges, “if you had gone back at a later 

time ….” echo in my mind. However, we will need to take the time and weather conditions as they come. Oh 

yes, of course I will think about you all while I enjoy these scenic routes. 

Now for a couple of hints to pass on. I watched a couple of You Tube videos this week. The first was on the 

use of the filler slider in Photoshop with eight of the blend modes – colour burn, linear burn, colour dodge, 

linear doge, vivid light, linear light, hard mix and difference blend modes. The opacity slider does not help 

so much with these blend modes but the fill slider can make a tremendous difference and give a wonderful 

edge to our images. I encourage you to have a play with these. 

The second video was “Fake Grey Card for Perfect Colour with Photoshop” by Glyn Lewis. This is harder to 

describe in a few words so let me give you the URL reference for the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ePolCqBLZM 

For this second video there were some comments about the method so you will need to decide for yourself 

whether it works for you or not. It is probably something you would only use on certain occasions. 

May I close by encouraging you in your 

photography – just get out there and keep 

practising. Join up with other club members 

and make an outing. 

Happy photographing,  

Margaret Kebble 

TPS President 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ePolCqBLZM
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*AGM Notice – AGM will be held this club night (14 August)* 

6.30pm 

All positions are open for nomination. 

Nominator and nominee MUST be FINANCIAL MEMBERS on the night. 

Financial members will receive a voting card at the door. Our 

Treasurer is ready/willing to accept your cash on the night, should 

you have not paid via direct deposit, in the meantime. 

There will be a different, one-off raffle on the night. Tickets will be $2 

each or 3 for $5. Rather than a photographic prize, this month’s 

donated prize is a healthy-option dry fryer! 

Remember to bring your coins for the door fee ($2) and those raffle 

tickets.  

 

Summary of TPS Committee Meeting July 2018 

1. End-of-Year Awards – A motion was raised by AR and seconded by TH that the Salon grade will remain 

THREE GOLD to enter from A-Grade and then TWO GOLD PER YEAR to remain. This has changed 

from the advertised three gold over two years, as the committee felt that there would be considerable 

challenges in monitoring and databasing. Also, this provides a more suitable challenge for these prestige 

members to keep applying their higher standards. The End of Year competition will include David Hack, 

Alice Black and each member’s four best images, either from their previous entries or new imagery. 

2. Repertory Theatre ticket sales – 29 tickets in total have been allotted, 26 paid and three awaiting 

payment. Supper to be provided, members have been tasked.  

3. AGM preparations – Committee Nomination forms and notice have been promulgated. Any members 

wishing to nominate for committee positions will need to have their forms returned by Wed 1
st
 August. 

Ballot preparations will be commenced after this time, should multiple members nominate for a single 

position. Voting Cards have been prepared by GI for those financial members to use during the AGM. 

VS will send GI a list of all financial members by the day prior to the AGM, so the voting cards can be 

ready for only those financial members. 

4. 10-Minute Talks – Edwin Mangabat was allocated the October Aggregate Competition night to give his 

talk on entering National and International competitions. GH and TH will share the September 

Competition night, talking about gaining honours by both Panel and Entry methods.  

5. Skills Night – A Post-Production Mentoring evening has been planned for the July, covering; 

composition, lighting, processing software manipulation and exporting images. Members will be invited 

to bring an unedited image along on an SD-Card for use that night. The Committee tried to forward plan 

the next two Skills Nights due to their inherent complexity in developing. August will be Use of Image 

Bracketing for variable lighting conditions, conducted by TH and September will be Macro 

Photography, conducted by JG. Members are encouraged to bring their cameras to the evening, should 

an opportunity exist to practice these skills. 

6. Field Day – Queens Park Treasure Hunt information was promulgated. Stanthorpe Field day will be 

conducted over a weekend, 1st and 2nd September, in conjunction with the Stanthorpe Photographic 

Club. A circular will be placed online and emailed to members. Due to the Field Day falling on Fathers’ 
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Day, members are encouraged to at least attend the Saturday events and dinner. Numbers and 

confirmation information will be supplied via email and online. 

7. Heritage Awards Set-up Volunteers – Heritage Photographic Awards Display will be from 18 September 

- 23 October. Volunteers for framing and hanging will be called for. Framing will be conducted at the 

Heritage Bank Building, Ruthven Street 13th September. Hanging images at the USQ Arts Centre will be 

conducted on the 14th September. Times will be conveyed to volunteers in due course. 

*IMPORTANT*: September entries due by midnight TONIGHT (14 August). 

Submit at https://toowoomba.myphotoclub.com.au 

An explanation of September’s set subject is in July’s Cable Release. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Hugo”  

by Chris 

Meibusch 

“Laurelbank 

bed”  

by Jill 

Whisson 

“Cows before the storm” by David Frazer 

“Singapore” by Dean Mengel 

“Bird Watching” by John Stewart 

https://toowoomba.myphotoclub.com.au/
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October 2018 competition: Garden City (Submit by 11 September) 

This is the definition on the TPS website: The “garden city” movement is a method of urban planning 

initiated by Sir Ebenezer Howard in 1898 in the United Kingdom. Garden cities were intended to be planned, 

self-contained communities surround by “greenbelts”, containing proportionate areas of residences, 

industry and agriculture. It is also the phrase used to describe Toowoomba. Use your imagination to capture 

the essence of the “Garden City”.  

 

National Geographic did an online article about photographing urban landscapes in New York city but some 

points may be relevant (https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/urban-landscapes/): 

o Be on the lookout for the intersection of people and landscape. 

Especially if there is enough space to back off and see the skyline 

and all the wonderful, human moments happening all around. 

People are often a vital element in landscape photos (urban or 

otherwise). A person gives the photograph some focus. 

o Keep your eyes open between locations.  

Good photos often come in between moments. Rushing from one 

place to another it is always tempting to put off an interesting 

picture and try to come back to it later. But photographs are 

momentary things and coming back later usually means missing the 

picture. As a photographer, if you see something interesting, shoot 

it right then. 

o Know when to go vertical. 

There are situations that just scream for a vertical treatment. 

Turning the camera accentuates the tallness of the street and lets the 

monumental Manhattan Bridge be the focal point of the photo. In a 

horizontal shot the bridge is too far away and the image feels 

claustrophobic. Going vertical makes the bridge at the end of the 

street a wonderful surprise. 

 

Here are some tips for taking garden photos from https://www.gardenista.com/posts/10-tips-for-gorgeous-

garden-photos/ : 

o Avoid midday sun or harsh light – makes flowers and gardens look plastic-y, like they’ve been laminated. 

o Take as many shots as possible of the same thing, trying different angles and distances. 

o Try to look for an architectural feature or a planting around which to compose the image. 

o Look for the “architecture” of a plant – dramatic angles or curves created by leaves, stems or blooms, 

o Get face-to-face with flowers – try to get down on their level when taking the picture. 

o Tone down the exposure and brightness. 

o Turn off the flash & try to use natural light. If the light is dim, try to sidle your subject up close to a 

window. 

o Get the shortest depth of focus possible – when shooting close-ups, blurring the background puts an 

intense focus on the item at hand. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/urban-landscapes/
https://www.gardenista.com/posts/10-tips-for-gorgeous-garden-photos/
https://www.gardenista.com/posts/10-tips-for-gorgeous-garden-photos/
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You might want to consider incorporating framing into your images of “Garden City”. Jeremie Schatz 

discusses this in “How to Use Framing for More Effective Compositions” at https://digital-photography-

school.com/using-framing-for-more-effective-compositions/ : 

Framing (where other objects are used to intentionally create some sort 

of border around the subject of the image) is one of the strongest tools 

you have at your disposal to create strong compositions. In certain 

circumstances, the frame itself may be so ridiculously amazing and 

awe inspiring that it carries the image all by itself. In practice, you are 

likely to use framing in order to draw attention to, and strengthen, 

the subject of the photo. Framing can be used to various degrees; 

while some framing elements may be subtle in one image, they can be 

quite obvious in others. This can be a product of your personal 

creativity or style, or simply a result of making do with what you have, 

as there aren’t always framing options for every photo you shoot. 

Using framing to boost your photo’s appeal is generally a good tactic, 

and is a great approach to creati ng original images of over-

photographed scenes or landmarks. As a photographer you will 

become familiar with the feeling of walking up to a familiar scene, 

turning on your camera and raising the viewfinder to your eye, only to 

not push the shutter button. You’ve realized that you’ve seen the 

picture you were about take a million times, and you want your own unique shot. For example, as I wander 

around a new city seeing the sights, I am always looking for environmental elements that I can use to add a 

sense of place, or implement as an element of a frame. Once you make a conscious effort to use framing 

techniques in your photography, you start to see all sorts architectural and natural elements that you can 

use. 

What can you use to frame your image? Some of the 

more common elements include foliage such as trees, 

branches, and leaves. Windows and mirrors in 

houses and cars are other popular framing options. 

I like to look for interesting architectural features, 

or even use people as framing borders. Sometimes 

you may not necessarily even have a subject in mind 

for an image but see a good framing opportunity, so 

you then look for a compelling subject or wait for a 

person to pass through the scene inside the frame. 

You can also use lighting as a powerful framing 

tool. As we are always working with various lighting in photography, what is included or excluded from 

the lighter areas of the image can help isolate the subject. 

Although it’s best practice to develop an eye for framing while out shooting, other options may often present 

themselves while editing your photos. Cropping can be very useful for honing in on, or aligning, the 

framed area of the photo just right. Other tools such as the Graduated Filter or Radial Filter in Lightroom, 

can be used to lighter or darken specific areas of your image, to boost the intensity of your framing. 

 

https://digital-photography-school.com/using-framing-for-more-effective-compositions/
https://digital-photography-school.com/using-framing-for-more-effective-compositions/

